July PR activity


Exhibition advertorial: Advertorial piece regarding the Chamber’s business networking event and exhibition at the Cardiff City Stadium. This included an informative break down of events during the day. 

Exhibition releases: Two press releases regarding the Chamber’s business networking event and exhibition at the Cardiff City Stadium. One release was tailored for national press and was written with an ‘all south Wales-encompassing’ tone. The second release was written to be tailored for each region, e.g. Swansea, Cardiff and Newport. 

Interest rates: Comment in Welsh national and regional press on the decision to hold interest rates in July. This highlighted the stability a steady interest rate brings and how it eliminates the need to pass on any price hikes to end users. It also suggested that businesses take advantage of the steady rate by exploring interest rate hedging loans. However, it also included the warning that rising costs of fuel and food is affecting consumer spending and that businesses should continue to be mindful of their own expenditure. 

Inflation rate drop: Comment in Welsh national and regional press attributing the drop in inflation to a drop in consumer spending. It advised that the drop could see consumers’ confidence begin to return, but that the continued rise in fuel and food costs might delay this further.  

Post-exhibition releases: Three press releases for national and regional press regarding the success of the Chamber’s business networking event and exhibition at the Cardiff City Stadium. Each release was tailored for each region e.g. Cardiff, Swansea and Newport, and included businesses that attended which were from those areas.

Business rate proposals reaction comment: Comment for Western Mail re South Wales Chamber of Commerce reaction to proposals that extra business rates should go to local authorities. Comment outlined that this could be a good idea if the extra money is reinvested to grow businesses. However, proposed rates shouldn’t put further strain on already struggling businesses and extra money shouldn’t be used to fund the local authorities themselves. It also mentioned the importance of encouraging entrepreneurship in Wales and making sure those areas that don’t have much business activity don’t miss out.

Reaction to GDP figures: Comment for national and regional press re the 0.02% rise to economic growth during April and June 2011. It outlined that modest rise was reflective of cautious consumer spending and that businesses have been struggling with rising internal costs and depressed consumer confidence. 

Reaction to QBE survey results: Comment for national press re QBE’s research, which suggested that businesses were pessimistic and struggling with the slow economic growth. It outlined again the squeeze of businesses’ profitability from high internal costs and drops in consumer confidence, and mentioned a possible fuel expenditure increase in future. It highlighted that businesses have been able to use the difficult times to streamline their expenditure. It also encouraged businesses struggling with a depressed UK market to look at export options and ended with an appeal for the Welsh Government to support businesses and entrepreneurs during hard times ahead.
