September PR activity
Wales to Heathrow rail plans comment: Comment in Welsh national and regional press on the plans to launch a new rail service between Heathrow Airport and Swansea. This was written in favour of the planned service and noted how it may reverse the decline in Swansea’s export sales and orders, cited in the Chamber’s last quarterly economic survey. It also highlighted the new position of Swansea on the global stage after its football team’s premier league promotion and argued that this would help make it easier for international firms to do business in Swansea. 
Highest rate of income tax cut call comment: Comment in Welsh national and regional press in reaction to the call for the Chancellor to cut the highest rate of income tax. It discussed that the majority of businesses in Wales would not be affected by this cut, and that a VAT cut would be more beneficial. It also touched upon the fears that might be generated with a high-rate income tax cut, which some may believe would leave a deficit that businesses would be expected to fill through other means.
Banking commission comment: Comment in Welsh national and regional press in favour of the banking commission. Highlighted the Chamber’s focus on helping SMEs in Wales gain funding and improve finance accessibility, citing the Better Business Finance event. It expressed some disappointment in the timing of the reforms, due to come in 2019. It also called for Westminster to use the opportunity to create a blue print for growth in Wales, to generate reasons to invest in businesses at a local level. 
Inflation rate rise comment: Comment in Welsh national and regional press attributing the inflation rise to various gas and electricity price rises. It highlighted particular difficulties for retailers, which are facing poor customer confidence, which prevents sales while business costs are growing. The Chamber urged businesses to develop new ways of creating revenue while keeping internal costs down.  
Unemployment rate rise comment: Comment in Welsh national and regional press in reaction to Wales’ unemployment rate rise to 8.4% for the three months to July. The Chamber cited businesses’ difficulties in keeping internal costs down and a fall in economic confidence as a reason for the rise in unemployment. The Chamber urged the Welsh Government to work more closely with the unemployed to help them consider self-employment as an alternative.
Tasha Danvers visit press release: Press release to national and Cardiff-local media regarding athlete Tasha Danvers’ visit to Wales as part of the Chamber’s Business Season, to highlight the link between entrepreneurship and sport. Written to include a school and education angle to target the education media also. Included a quote from supporters, Sport Wales.
Miliband’s Labour conference speech: Comment in Welsh national press in reaction to Miliband’s comparison between business producers and business predators during his Labour party conference speech. Included how the Chamber are in support of business ‘producers’ and how it welcomes any effort to maintain business producers in south Wales. It also called for more firm ideas to support these businesses, and to create an environment where SMEs are given more tax reliefs and better access to financial help and support.
