[image: image1.jpg]



David Russ Column
24 February 2010
A business partnership for Newport
After meeting with Centre for Cities it is clear the South Wales Chamber of Commerce (SWCC) and Centre for Business (CFB) need to put in place a business partnership with Newport City Council to aid the quest for Newport to recover and become, once again, a successful city.

Centre for Cities annual index recently shown the recession has widened the gap between UK cities and Newport will have a much tougher outlook coming out of the recession. Newport needs a prosperity partnership to drive economic recovery forward involving all key stake holders.
I have recently met with Tracey Lee, Managing Director of Newport City Council, and she is keen to work with us to ensure Newport has an economically viable recovery to create a new dynamic for the city.

The challenges Newport face are also relevant as to why we recently launched our National Recovery Plan for Wales. This document specifically looks at areas such as entrepreneurship, manufacturing, internationalising business and public sector procurement.
We have suggested as part of this plan to introduce a Welsh Centre of Excellence for Entrepreneurship to promote business growth and develop key sectors. The centre will also focus on the gaps in knowledge of business owners - providing information to better understand business regulation and financial literacy. 
We are entering our second phase of the National Recovery Plan and will soon be announcing our next steps. It is part of these next steps Newport will benefit, because we will be able to pull together our specialist knowledge, to ensure a cohesive union is formed between us and Newport City Council to develop a business partnership for the City. [image: image2.jpg]South Wales
Chamber of
Commerce.





