June PR activity


Swansea City promotion: Reaction in the Welsh national and regional press to Swansea’s promotion and what this means for the business community in terms of opportunities created. This looked at networking and hospitality opportunities and making your business visible during a time when the spotlight will be shining on the city.  

Enterprise Zones: Comment in the Welsh national press on the need to act quickly on progressing Enterprise Zones in Wales to address barriers to economic growth, which include too much bureaucracy, high unemployment and levels of inactivity, as well as low levels of entrepreneurship and basic skills. The comments highlighted the Chamber’s One Gateway Business Centre proposals to offer a one-stop shop for business support and benchmarking areas of Wales as a thriving.

Interest rates: Comment in Welsh national and regional press on the decision to hold interest rates in June. This highlighted the stability it brings and how it eliminates the need to pass on any price hikes to end uses, but warned that inflating costs of oil and gas is a far greater concern, as well as those coming off fix rate mortgages finding borrowing being far more expensive now.

Business Awards roadshows: Three separate releases on roadshows in Caerphilly, Ebbw Vale and Llantrisant to local press and surrounding areas. This highlighted the Business Season, how to enter the awards and some of the categories. It also included information on where the roadshows were, comments from sponsors the University of Glamorgan and from Abriox on the positive effect winning the Outstanding Business Achievement Award both in Wales and nationally had on the business. 

Export stats: Reaction in Welsh national and regional press to the growth in export figures in Wales in Q1 of 2011 and over the past 12 months. This highlighted that export is key to economic growth in Wales, but also warned that there is still much to do in supporting businesses that have export potential. This will involve promoting connectivity and an International Gateway, which is already in existence on the Chamber’s website. The comments also highlighted that the Chamber has introduced new benefits to businesses looking to trade internationally, as well as increasing the number of internationally themed events in its events programme. There was also a warning about Wales not missing out on Enterprise Zones, and the danger one in Bristol might bring to south east Wales businesses. 

Inflation: Reaction in Welsh national and regional press to inflation rates remaining unchanged in June. There was a warning that rates are still at their highest and with predicted fuel and energy bills around the corner, businesses and homeowners will still feel the pinch. Businesses were urged to exhaust all avenues to reduce their running costs and streamline expenditure in order to avoid, where possible, passing on inflationary price rises to consumers, who still have little surplus cash in their pockets. Exploring entering global markets was also referenced as a way to improve revenue, including the Chamber’s International Gateway. 

Awards launch: Press release to the South Wales Argus for its business supplement on the launch event for the awards. This highlighted the launch event itself, as well as the awards in general, such as the categories, its sponsor, how to enter and the impact winning can have, with Abriox’s win highlighted again. Both the University of Glamorgan and Abriox were quoted within the release. 

Corporation tax: Comment in Welsh national and regional press on what diverting powers on corporation tax to the Welsh Government will mean. More pressing issues such as connecting Wales on an international basis and tax breaks for businesses relocation to Wales were highlighted. The need to adopt a more coordinated approach to business support in Wales as also stressed, as well as the need to offer clarity on where Enterprise Zones would be introduced in Wales. The introduction of a One Gateway Business Centre was also mentioned.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]International trading: Feature essay piece in the Western Mail on the need to collaborate and build on the business support services in place already, but with a less fragmented and duplicated approach. This highlighted the need to work with academia, use existing networks and organisations like the Consular Association and Chambers of Commerce, as well as working with training organisations and consultants who offer specialist international trading expertise. This was aimed as a call to action for both businesses, but also signposted the way forward for business support in Wales. 

